





June Updates

Encouragement for Today Guest Speaker

Robbie Robinson shared in an Encouragement for Today
video with the church this month. He shared about his
family’s experience through the Civil Rights movement and
about their experience moving to California. After he

spoke, he and some visitors had a nice conversation outside

the sanctuary about hopes and ideas moving forward.

Unlimited Church Food Distribution

Unlimited Church food distribution continues every other
Wednesday. The distribution starts at 6pm, and families
are already lined up along the hedges by 5:40pm. Thank
you to those who have volunteered. Thank you Jeanette

Walker, Brandon Poole, Tyler Robinson and the Zavala

family for volunteering to help this month!

Sunday School Packets

Linda Freud created Sunday School bags to give to families with
children this month! The bags include 6 folders with lessons and

activities about JOY, KINDNESS, FORGIVENESS, STRONG

FOUNDATION, and PROMISES.

Fountain Work

Jim Taylor has continued to be hard at

work. He took down old wallpaper in

Pastor Emily’s office and repainted her office. Now he is focused
on the fountains. He cleaned out and repainted the fountain
outside the Griffith House Chapel, and he retiled the swan fountain.

The swan will be replaced this month. More photos to come!




Getting to Know You,
Getting to Know All About You

By Eleanor Philips

Joy to the world is a Christmas carol. This person of interest was born in St. Louis, Mo.

At the age of 2 she contracted polio, the 13" case in St. Louis. She had to wear a cast and
have surgery on her right leg. Going through this trauma, she grew up fast. As young as
she was, she knew the Lord was with her. Her school years were spent in St. Louis. She
enjoyed visiting the Ozarks and seeing the beauty of it.

After graduating from high school, she attended Central Methodist College in Fayette, MO
where she met and married her husband. Seeking the right job, they traveled to 9 different
states in 11 years. When she was 20, she gave birth to a daughter, then 4 years later a son.

After her divorce she had to work, but she saved using a Christmas club plan so they would
always have a nice Christmas.

Into her life came a man close to her heart - his name was Jack. He was a friend for 20 years
and she lost him to a heart attack. The two men in her life treated her well.

She loved the Lord and when she would fall
He would always help her up. She taught
herself the accordion and played for years.
Never meeting a stranger, she enjoys many
friends. She talks on the phone and goes
everywhere with her electric wheelchair.
She loves her independence, gardening and
flowers. She has joy in her life, God, her
children, her grandchildren, and friends.

This carol, Carole White, is a joy to the
world.




Missions’ Corner

Andrew and Karen Bush have served
internationally for almost 35 years. They seek
to make the love of Christ Jesus known through

servanthood in the way of the cross.

Here is their recent letter with thoughts on

COVID-19:

Dear Friends

We are praying for you during these very difficult days. We are also praying for those who
have contracted the virus to be healed, and that Jesus will overcome. We are praying for
hope for the 40 million U.S. citizens who are out of work now as a result of the pandemic. 40
million, that is a staggering figure. And approximately 40% of these will no longer be able
to return to their previous jobs. At the same time, we are witnessing the deepest cultural
divisions in our country being laid bare. The pain that African Americans and other

minorities have had to endure for too long needs a transformative response.
How should we respond?

We have been encouraged by seeing brave people reach across the divide to support and be
kind to each other. Such acts stand in stark relief to physical violence, and are a ray of hope
that a better day can come in which, as Jesus taught, people will love their neighbors as
themselves, and even, love their enemies. But this will take a lot of work, prayer, self-

examination, and continued commitment to the love of Jesus.




In all of this, rather than draw back, we must push forward
in bringing the love and the gospel of Jesus to our
neighborhoods and to the world. In May, I was able to
transfer several thousand dollars to Harvesters Christian
Fellowship in the Philippines to help the most distressed
families in our various congregations. Pastor Waven
Beguiras, (left) who leads our HCF congregation in a rural

province north of Manilla, distributed 2000 pesos

($40/each) to ten families, including this young mother

and her son. Thank you!!! $40 is a huge blessing to this humble mother.

The closures in Manila have been very strongly enforced. People are beginning to be able to
go out into their neighborhoods. The pastors of HCF are strategizing how to reopen their

congregations in shifts in order to satisfy social distancing.

We are continuing to work hard on our reconciliation project in Bethlehem and in leading
the East Jerusalem International Church weekly, even though Israel remains closed —and its
Tel Aviv airport virtually empty — to international travelers. Israel hopefully will begin to
open, as it has indicated, after June 17. This opening will at first only include a few

neighboring countries. We are praying that by July travel will be restored for Americans.
Let’s hang in there and hang on to Jesus!

With love always —

Andrew and Karen

Donations may be mailed to: Mission Ministries PO Box 6546 Santa Ana, CA 92706

(Checks may be written to "Mission Ministries” and noted for ‘Bush’)
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