




 

July Conversations 

 

In July, we hosted a three part series—Conversations on Race: A Multicultural Approach to 

Reconciliation.  We watched three videos, including Pastor Miles McPherson, Condoleezza Rice 

and Bishop T.D. Jakes.  Thank you, Jim Weddell, for downloading and editing these videos for us!  

Panelists included representatives from each of the churches that are currently worshipping here 

on the property in addition to friends from Numa Church and members of our own congregation: 

Jeffrey Williams, Robbie Robinson, and Isy Martin, Jr.  Salend Krishna has been an incredible help 

not only on Thursday nights, but also on Sunday mornings.  He has made it possible for us to 

have live recordings available on Facebook with good sound quality.  Thank you to Mike Villa-

Real, Buddy Villa-Real, Brandon Poole, Jeffrey Williams and the many others who helped! 

 



 

Getting to Know You, 

Getting to Know All About You 

By: Eleanor Phillips 

 

This month’s special person: 

His parents, immigrants from Turkey, met and married in Detroit, Michigan.  They started their 

family in Kenosha, Wisconsin, where they owned a shoe shop.  A son was born.  Then, 10 years later 

another son was born to them.  There was no fiddling around with this son as his time was spent 

shining shoes and playing the violin.  In school, he was second chair violin in the orchestra.  He was 

also an altar boy in the Episcopalian Church and played solo violin at church functions. 

 

At 20, he joined the Army and was sent to North Korea where he was shattered with shrapnel from 

head to shoulder which ended his military career. 

 

Back in the United States, he visited an uncle in California and decided to stay and work.  He went to 

work at a German paint company where they made paint for Ford, Chrysler and GMC automobiles.  

He was a supervisor and trouble shooter. 

 

On a blind date, Rudy Marderos met Twana and they dated for 3 years.  Then he married her and her 

two children.  They added Greg and Katherine to their family. 

 

After retiring, Rudy’s bucket list was to tour the 50 states and Canada, which they did.  They also 

went to China to see the Great Wall.  Another thing on his list 

was to find a church to attend.  Someone from the church left a 

flyer on their doorstep which led them to Easter service at 

FCCA.  They were impressed with Pastor Jim’s service so they 

joined the church and became very involved.  Rudy served as 

president of the Senior Pilgrim Group and was in charge of 

their monthly outings.  He also served on the Church Council.  



Missions Corner… 
Mike Villa-Real shared this message with the Missions Council in March, just 

before the COVID-19 stay at home order.  We would love to continue the 

conversation and draw your attention toward this wonderful opportunity to meet a 

need at Mission Ministries Philippines.  Please read Mike’s letter and consider 

contributing towards a well for MMP—we are already 1/3 of the way to our goal!   

 

 

Earlier today I was blessed to share my experience while visiting FCCA mission partners Mission 

Ministries Philippines (MMP).  MMP is one of many missions FCCA supports.  During my visit, I met 

Pastor Rodel Alcantara of Fruitful Life Learning Center in Macabud Rizal, Phillipines (see photo).  

This is the School I visited that is also featured in the MMP newsletter.  Fruitful Life Learning Center 

is located in a poverty-stricken rural 

area in the Philippines.  I can 

honestly say after seeing it for my 

own eyes that these are the poorest 

of the poor.  I shared that the school 

has no power and no water.  The 

good pastor would have to go a few 

kilometers just to hand pump water 

into containers, and he would haul 

the water back to school just on his 

small tricycle.   

 

As the pastor shared some of the school’s challenges and as I watched the kids go through their daily 

class activities, I was flooded with emotions.  Emotions of love, pride and shame.  Love because God 

is everywhere including this small school.  Yes, they were poor, but they were happy.  I wish all of 

you were with me that day because you could feel God’s presence and love.  I felt pride because 

through our partnership and support of MMP, our church is a part of this.  God bless FCCA.  Lastly, I 

felt shame.  I felt the abundance of God’s blessing in my life and how we sometimes take it for 

granted.  (Mike’s Letter Continued on Next Page…) 



(Missions Corner Continued…) 

Before I left Pastor Rodel and Fruitful Life Learning 

Center, I told him that I could not promise 

anything, but I would share with my FCCA family 

about their need for a deep well (see photo) 

installed in the school.  Pastor Rodel shared that 

they had an estimate done for the installation of a 

deep well for 150,000 Pesos (est. $3000).  This well 

will not only provide water to the school and 

church but to the local community.  My vision is to simply to provide an easier access to water and a 

path to God.  

 

God is so good that after the service today, Mr. Dick Purvis and his lovely wife pledged $1000 for this 

well.  I did not expect this blessing to come so quickly, nor did I expect it to lead this project.  My 

fellow FCCA family, I pray for guidance.  I pray that as a family we can meet this need. I hope we can 

discuss further in the next council meeting.  Sincerely, Michael Villa-Real 

 

How is COVID-19 affecting Mission Ministries Philippines? 

A portion of a letter written by Chona, CEO of Mission Ministries Philippines: 

Despite the current crisis the world finds itself enduring, Mission Ministries Philippines Inc. continues as a 

Christian Development Organization noted for its expertise in training and assisting disadvantaged 

communities to set up Early Childhood Education (ECE) programs among the poorest of the poor…With the 

current COVID-19 Crisis dictating how we live during this time, Mission Ministries Philippines staff halted 

normal daily operations, and cancelled various ministry outreach activities and seminar trainings - as our 

country required all citizens to adhere to enhanced lockdown procedures.  But our work does continue! 

 

Mission Ministries Philippines staff is staying actively connected and working virtually from home.  We are 

taking advantage of this time to update and edit our ECE publications and storybooks.  We are also performing 

real time evaluations with our community partners to evaluate how to move forward in each community with 

each school we helped set up and continue to develop.  We are also conceptualizing other programs with our 

community partner schools, and how best to implement new ideas once the lockdown period has ended.  We are 

actively engaging new ideas concerning our Kidpreneur club and other Kidpreneur activities as we actively 

communicate with each of our partners during the lockdown period. 
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