




FCCA Updates & Events 
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS & NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

New Member Class: Sunday, February 2nd 

A meeting will be held in the church office after worship.  Those attending will talk about what it 

means to be a Congregational church, and we will open time for sharing our faith journeys. 

New Member Sunday: Sunday, February 9th 

During worship, new members will officially be welcomed into the church family. 

 

WOMEN’S LUNCH 

Monday, February 17th from 11:30am-1pm 

Gini Castellano's Home: 422 N. Redrock St.; Anaheim, CA 92807 

Please RSVP to the church office at fccaoffice@gmail.com if you plan to attend.  

 

SMALL GROUPS 

"24 Hours That Changed the World," A Study by Adam Hamilton  

"No single event in human history has received more attention than the 

suffering and crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this book, Hamilton 

will help you experience and understand the significance of Jesus’ 

suffering and death like never before. He retraces the day that changed 

human history in his usual straightforward yet easy, conversational style 

that speaks to both long-time Christians and those who are simply 

curious about the story of Christ’s crucifixion." 

This 7-week study will begin on Wednesday, February 19th. 

Group will meet from 6:30-8pm in the church office and via Zoom. 

RSVP to the church office at fccaoffice@gmail.com if you would like to participate. 

 

SUPPORT FOR FIRE RELIEF 

The National Association of Congregational Christian Churches (NACCC) is collecting funds to 

assist relief efforts for those affected by the fires in Southern California.  The Mission and Outreach 

Ministry Council (MOMC) will first see if there are needs within the Congregational churches in the 

area and then will direct further funding to organizations that are involved in relief efforts.  We are 

now collecting funds as a church to be sent on to the NACCC.  You are welcome to give online or 

during worship.  Please be sure to designate your gift "Fire Relief."  So far, we have raised $795. 
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UNLIMITED CHURCH FIRE RELIEF DONATION DROP OFF 

On Wednesday, January 15th, 

Unlimited Church organized a 

donation drop off here on the 

church property for items that 

would be delivered to evacuation 

shelters and fire stations.  They 

received an incredible amount of 

donated items!  It was encouraging 

to see the community response. The 

photo was taken around 7pm on the 

church property after a full day of 

deliveries.  

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, February 23rd; Following Worship in the Library 

At our Annual Congregational Meeting, an annual report will be provided by the Church Council as 

well as a copy of the proposed budget.  Church members will vote on the budget and on council 

members nominated to begin new terms.  All are welcome to attend, and official members may vote. 

 

JOG: Just Ordinary Guys 

In January, it was an honor to celebrate the life of Jack Gutman, one of JOG’s long-time comedians.  

The Celebration of Life was a beautiful service full of meaningful stories about how Jack touched 

lives.  Jack not only saved lives as a medic in WWII, present at Normandy—he also saved lives after 

the war through his book, “One Veteran’s Journey to Heal the Wounds of War.”  Jack touched lives 

wherever he went—from his presence with family and friends to the conversations and prayers he 

shared with customers during his time working at Walmart.  One of the highlights of the service was 

a video created by Eric Vogelvang that powerfully portrayed Jack’s life and legacy.  Jack’s daughter, 

Paula Shaw, shared with us the following message that the family received from Eric following the 

service:  To the Gutman family, to be honest, this was the best memorial service I’ve ever attended.  

The laughter, love, stories, and songs between family, friends, and strangers is a testament to how 

your dad actually touched lives.  This is a legacy worth pursuing for every life, and my hope is that a 

little piece of Jack will dwell in all of us to make this side of life a better place to live.  All my best to 

you.  JOG is being revamped and will resume in March!  We look forward to sharing more soon. 

 



Missions’ Corner: Andrew & Karen Bush 

An Excerpt From January and February 2025 Updates 
 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” 

Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

Revelation 21.5 

          

Dear Friends, 

         

        Greetings! As we begin this new year, we thank God for signs of new life by God's grace. 

 

        After months of praying for a ceasefire with our online East Jerusalem International Church 

congregation, we can finally give thanks that a ceasefire has been achieved.  The images of Gazan 

families celebrating and the 

relief of the families of hostages 

are such a blessing.  At long last 

the Gazan Christian families 

sheltering in the two large 

historic churches can return to 

their homes, even if they are no 

longer standing.  I pray that 

these dear children (pictured) 

whom I met in the Jabalya 

refugee camp a few years ago in 

Gaza are still alive.  That 

community has been obliterated. 

 

        Through Gaza, the infant Jesus, with Mary and Joseph, traveled to Egypt. We pray that Jesus 

will pass through again to bind up every wound and sorrow, to open every captive's door.  But as an 

elderly Welsh pastor in our congregations says, we must "pray and pray on" for the true peace of God 

to deepen and transform both Palestine and Israel.  We will do our part to help build a lasting peace. 

On February 2 and 3 in Washington, D.C. we will discuss fostering holistic peace in the Middle 

East in coordination with the National Prayer Breakfast. (Continued on Next Page) 



(Missions’ Corner: Andrew & Karen Bush, Continued…) 

          

The next six months are so full of ministry that our challenge is to decide what not to take 

on.  For a few highlights, we will be leading our on-site peace training in Bethlehem in May, making 

a presentation at a conference in Amsterdam in June celebrating the 500th anniversary of the 

founding of the Anabaptist movement, and participating in a peace conference in London in July. 

 

Last year was one of the most difficult in our 46 years of ministry in view of the Gaza war 

and the crisis our Jerusalem congregation faced.  Thank you for standing with us in prayer.  Your 

financial support not only sustained us, but its effect reached far to help Filipino pastors, assist the 

East Jerusalem International Church to get on its feet, and more.  Now, let us work to bring the life of 

Christ Jesus to our world in 2025!   

 

With love and gratitude in Christ -    

                            Andrew and Karen   

 

Andrew and Karen Bush have served internationally for 

37 years.  They are career missionaries, serving the 

church in the Philippines, the United States, and 

Israel/Palestine.  They seek to make the love of Christ 

Jesus known through servanthood in the way of the 

cross.  Matthew 16.24 

 

 

 

Donations may be mailed to: 

Mission Ministries  

PO 11210  

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

(Checks may be written to ‘Mission Ministries’ and noted for ‘Bush’)  

  

Online donations: 

Tithe.ly https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1233456 look for Mission Ministries, 

Costa Mesa, CA  and in the drop-down menu select ‘Andrew and Karen Bush’                

https://andrewfbush.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f7ce27281c7b76b1c8f12bf1&id=67b432e6b8&e=a94932888e





